RENAISSANCE AND   REFORMATION

power of Charles, whose army recently captured and sacked
Rome. There were attempts at negotiation with the Pope
and the emperor. At last the Pope consented to the setting
up of a legatine commission in London, under the presidency
of Wolsey and the Italian Cardinal Campeggio. Before the
commission could pass sentence it was adjourned by the
order of the pope who, under pressure from the emperor, now
ordered Henry to attend a trial at Rome. Henry refused
indignantly, and his wrath fell on Wolsey, who had always
been detested by Anne Boleyn. He was stripped of all his
offices of state and most of his wealth, and had to retire from
court to his Archbishopric at York. Catherine was banished
from the king's palace, and Anne, who had been living with
the state of a queen, was finally married to Henry in 1533, in
defiance of the pope.

The quarrel between the English King and the Pope over
the divorce coincided with a great religious revolution on the
continent and a social and economic revolution in England.
We have already seen that Erasmus and his English friends
More and Colet were ardently desirous of purifying the
Church from the corruption into which it had fallen and
awakening from its spiritual lethargy. Erasmus's famous
edition of the original Greek text of the New Testament,
which appeared in 1516, contained notes bitterly attacking
the condition of the Roman Church and even questioning
some of its doctrines. The book had effects beyond anything
that Erasmus dreamed of or desired. It seems to have been
the spark which kindled into a flame a vast body of discon-
tent against the Church that had been smouldering for some
time in Germany. In the following year Martin Luther,
an Augustinian monk who was moved to indignation by
the sale of indulgences and other abuses of the ecclesias-
tical system, nailed his famous theses to the door of the church
at Wittenberg and thus began a religious revolt which spread
like wildfire through Germany. The monks said that
Erasmus laid the egg and Luther hatched it; Erasmus re-
torted that the egg he laid was meant for a hen and Luther
hatched a game-cock. The Reformation now began to
assume a different aspect from the purifying and modernising
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